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The most important thing in this week was the WREN conference. But before the conference, there was another thing to mention. On Monday, we had a regular meeting with Rick on Annual Budget Process. It seemed to me that it took a whole year for an annual budget to get passed and people in different departments worked on it at different time. The process was a laborious and complex one. Combined with the two previous lectures by Rick, it gave me a general understanding on how the government runs. The government needed both personnel and money to run and it must run under authorization of law. Meanwhile, the law must be passed by the government. It was a diversionary relationship among the personnel, law and budget. I must admit that politics is the most complex science in the world.

On Wednesday, we started off for the WREN conference. On the road, I saw golden grass on the mountain. It was not until then that I knew California was called “the golden state”, not only because it used to have gold, but also because it is so dry in the summer that all the grass turns golden. I also saw Mount Shasta, a dead volcano in North California, coved with snow under the May sunshine. While I was still regretting failing to take photos on the road, I saw Mount Shasta right ahead of me in a small town we stopped for lunch. What a big surprise! In the afternoon, we finally arrived at the destination. I fell in love with Ashland at the first sight. It is such a peaceful town, with mountains all around it and a creek passing through the city. Ashland is famous for Shakespeare Festival, which lasts from February to November every year. Thousands of visitors come from all over the country to see the plays.

Besides the beautiful scenery and the art tradition of Ashland, the WREN conference was also impressive. In the two days of conference, I heard 15 great presentations, covering from disaster preparedness to case study, from public health education to public use dataset. I learned a lot from these “front line” epidemiologists on how to find a public health problem, how to design a case study, how to carry out an investigation, how to analyze and evaluate the data and how to give public advise. In my opinion, epidemiologists must cooperate with technicians to ensure the correctness of a research project at the very beginning. To cooperate better, they must know each other better. The WREN conference gave a good opportunity for technicians like me to better understand the epidemiologists.

I also gave a presentation on research of HBV infection in SCDC. Hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection is a serious public health problem worldwide. In China, the estimated percentage of HBsAg carrier is 7.18%. Although HBV infection has declined, it is still the most important viral hepatitis pathogen in China. Based on the knowledge of HBV immunology, it is important to carry out HBV vaccine immunization. I also introduced some research on HBV related disease in Shanghai CDC. I really appreciated the opportunity to present. 

The WREN conference also gave me a good exposure to American culture. I attended the traditional WREN dinner at the Arbor House. Everyone was kind to me and the food was delicious. We ate and chatted in the small family restaurant, spending a wonderful night. It was an unforgettable experience. On our way home, we also visited Oregon Cave National Monument and Redwood National Park. I was deeply impressed by the beautiful scenery, as well as the attitude of the Americans toward environment protection. 
In a word, I was really thankful to the Fogarty Training Project, not only because it gave me epidemiology training, but also because it gave a connection to American Culture.
